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The United States Federal Geographic 
Data Committee (FGDC) was Established 
to Coordinate the Nations Geographic 
Information and Federal Spatial Data 
Activities 

Our Journey Advancing Geographic Place-Based 
Understanding for the Nation 

Linking Geographic Information 

1990 
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The NSDI Provides a framework of polices, standards, procedures, data and technology to 
support the effective coordination and sharing of spatial information among a 

community of stakeholders. 

Standards 

Policies 

Data 

Procedures 

Technology 

Partnerships 

NSDI Framework for Linking 
Geographic Information 

Advancing the Use of Geographic Information for the Nation 
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Public Laws 

Executive Memos  

Circulars 

Reference Guides 
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Policy and Procedures 
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Annual Economic 

Benefit 
 

USA                 $1.70 B 
International  $400 M 
 
Global Total     $2.1 B 
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Downloads 

After Open-Data Policy:    

5,700 scenes/day 

Before Open Government:   

53 scenes/day  
 

Free and 
Open 
Data 
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Open Data Impact on Landsat Services 

Linking Geographic Information 



Final 

Approve 

Standard for 

Endorsement 

FGDC Steering Committee 

Draft Project Proposal 

Develop 
Proposal 

Standards Working Group 

Review 
Proposal Setup Project 

Produce 
Working 

Draft 

Standards 
Development Group 

Review 
Working 

Draft 

Review 

Review & 

Evaluate 

Committee Draft 

Approve 

Standard for 

Public Review 

Coordinate 

Public Review 
Respond to 

Public Review 

Evaluate 

Responsiveness 

to Public 

Comments 

Approve 

Standard for 

Endorsement 

Coordination Group Standards Working 
Group 

Standards 
Development Group 

Standards Working 
Group 

1 2 3 

6 

4 5 

7 8 9 10 

FGDC Secretariat Coordination Group 

Subcommittee/Working 
Group 

Subcommittee/Working 
Group 

Standards facilitate development, sharing, and use of 
geospatial data and services 
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Standards and Interoperability 
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Data Framework 
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Geology 

Government Units 

Imagery 

Land Use & Land Cover 
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National Geospatial Data Assets Data Themes  
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National Geospatial Data Assets Data Themes 



The GeoPlatform links and Connects Local-to-Global 
Data, Information and Knowledge 

Linking Geographic Information 
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NSDI Technology Services 



Welcome to the  

Geospatial Platform 
The GeoPlatform provides shared and trusted geospatial data, services, and applications for use by the public 
and by government agencies and partners to meet their mission needs. 

GeoPlatform users have access to 

• A one-stop shop that delivers trusted, consistent data and services 
• Authoritative data to support informed decision making 
• Reusable applications and services for governmental and nongovernmental use 
• A shared infrastructure that can host your data and applications 
• A focal point where governmental, academic, private, and public data can be 

visualized together to inform national and regional issues 

                          Geospatial Platform Services 

A Spatial Framework for the Location-Based Digital Ecosystem 

16 
      Data Services                          Applications & Tools         Communities       Shared  Services 

The GeoPlatform links and Connects Local-to-Global 
Data, Information and Knowledge 
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Welcome to the  

Geospatial Platform 
The GeoPlatform provides shared and trusted geospatial data, services, and applications for use by the public and by government agencies and partners to meet their mission needs. 

GeoPlatform users have access to 

• A one-stop shop that delivers trusted, consistent data and services 
• Authoritative data to support informed decision making 
• Reusable applications and services for governmental and nongovernmental use 
• A shared infrastructure that can host your data and applications 
• A focal point where governmental, academic, private, and public data can be visualized 

together to inform national and regional issues 

Beyond Data–Analytics and Understanding 

A Spatial Framework for the Location-Based Digital Ecosystem 

The GeoPlatform provides a suite of applications and tools for integrating, 
synthesizing, analyzing problem-solving and visualizing geographically 
enriched data to accelerate understanding and decision-making.       Applications & Tools 
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A Spatial Framework for the Location-Based Digital Ecosystem 

The GeoPlatform delivers trusted, nationally consistent, authoritative, 
geographically enriched social, economic, environmental and other data 
for understanding and decision making.                   

DATA 

      Data Services                   
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Search 

Find 

Communications 

Land Management 

Climate Forcasting 

Flood Planning 

Water Availability 

Use 



A Spatial Framework for the Location-Based Digital Ecosystem 

The GeoPlatform provides shared hosting infrastructure that allows 
agencies to publish their geospatial data, applications, and tools in a 
secure cloud-computing environment at a low cost. 

DATA 
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      Shared  Services 

Welcome to NEPAnode an application to inform project planning, siting, and 

analysis of the potential social, environmental and resource impacts under 

the National Environmental Policy Act(NEPA). 
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Cadastre Biodiversity & 

Ecosystems 
Climate & Weather 

Elevation Geodetic Control Geology 

Cultural Resources 

Administrative & 

Statistical Units 

Imagery 

Transportation 

Real Property Soils Land Use & Land 

Cover 

Utilities Inland Water Oceans & Coasts 

The GeoPlatform provides collaborative tools and social resources to  
advance the use of geospatial resources by communities to achieve 
measurable  results.   

A Spatial Framework for the Location-Based Digital Ecosystem 

      Communities 
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ARCTIC SDI GeoSUR 

National  

Global  

GLOBAL Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) 

Local | State | Tribal | Federal | Academia | Professional  

Global 
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Regional 

International Collaboration 
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Architecture and 
Standards  

Lessons Learned and 
Best Practices 

Open Data Joint Research and 
Development 

Opportunities for Cooperation 

Linking Geographic Information 

Linked Data 
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The NSDI Provides a framework of polices, standards, procedures, data and technology to 
support the effective coordination and sharing of spatial information among a 

community of stakeholders. 

Standards 

Policies 

Data 

Procedures 

Technology 

Partnerships QUESTIONS? 

Contact: FGDC@FGDC.gov 

Linking Geographic Information 


